GAINESVILLE Today

Carol Liquori is
ready to plan
supper in her reno-
vated kitchen that
any chef would
enjoy cooking in

Donna Cohen is
pictured in the
model home center
at Avalon that she
designed.

by Darcy Meeker

[__ /. Met’s face it. If you live in an older house. your
kitchen probably needs some help.

“LY 47| <“Older kitchens are always dark and small.”

explains Donna Cohen of Donna Cohen Interiors, a
six-year-old Gainesville design firm serving and com-
mercial clients. “The number one thing people do when
they renovate their kitchen s to lighten it up. The second
thing they do is to find a way to use their kitchen space
more efficiently.”

At the grocery store, $100 will buy a couple of fluo-
rescent fixtures to glue under cabinets for light and
storage and a carousel to put in your corner cabinets.
You’ll even have money to spare for a fresh coat of
paint.

But, if that doesn’t cure your case of the dark and
dingies, it’s time to go see the pros.

You’'ll need serious money—five, ten, fifteen thou-
sand dollars. “But,” contends Jim Stringfellow of
Stringfellow’s Supply Company (where the kitchen
design section has grown like Topsy), “you’ll find
bankers glad to lend you the money. Kitchen renovation
can add much to the resale value of your home.” And
besides, what other room is so central to your family
activities?
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Welcome to your new community. Mail in
this coupon and we’ll send you our
Newcomer Kit which is full of information
about everything in town.

Name:

Address:

City: State:

Zip: Phone:

Mail to: First Union National Bank of
Florida; Newcomer Representative,
104 N. Main St, 2-T, Gainesville, FL. 32601
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GAINESVILLE Today

Kitchens

There are many things you cando in
order to make your kitchen look light
and airy.

Cohen suggests using space between
cabinets and ceiling to install indirect
lighting and display baskets or other
collectibles, solving light and space
problems both at once.

Another solution fordaily appliances
and cereal boxes is to tuck them away
behind a “garage door.” Otherwise
known as an appliance garage, it is a
small cabinet with a roll-down door.

In cabinets, the most popular con-
struction is whitewashed or ‘pickled’
oak. with white laminate second. Also
popularare the European-style cabinets
that have no frames.

Another way to lighten your kitchen
is by installing a skylight, possibly using
recessed lighting for the evening hours.

For countertops, dealers explain that
Corian is the top of the line. At $40 per
square foot, Corian has a man-made,
indestructible surface available in many
colors and patterns. Another choice is
granite, which is even more indestructi-
ble and also comes in beautiful colors.
Also available are the newer, thicker
laminates that last well (especially pro-
tected by a posh Corian cutting board).
Ceramic tiles look great too, running
across the cabinets and up the walls.

Floors: Ceramic tile is sensible for the
floor. The cost is low, starting at about
$1.25 per square foot. It comes in
wonderful colors,and you can stain the
grout the same color as the tile or even
make the grout stainproof.

One way to save money is to do some
of the work vourself. *You can save
$1.50 to $2 per square foot doing it
yourself,” says Pete Olsen of Tile Con-
tractors Supply Company. “But be care-
ful. I've seen very few bad jobs. How-
ever, if people are willing to take the
time. they can do a good job on their
own floors.”

Reusable plastic spacers, one-eighth

Professional interior
design staff for all phases of
residential and commercial design
including new construction, remodeling and renovation.

e Furniture & carpeting

o Custom Window treatments
e Custom bedding ensembles
e Upholstery Shop

e Wall covering

4421 NW 6th Street e Gainesville o (904) 378-2185

e Faux finishing for walls & furniture

e Flooring-tile, marble, wood. vinyl

o Silk Warehouse featuring over 1,000
sq. ft. of silk plants
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WALK AMONG THE WILD THINGS

The Fred Bear Museum is open Wednesday through

Sunday (with the exception of Christmas Day) from 10

a.m. to 6 p.m. Great fun for the entire family.

Admission is only $2.00 for adults, $1.00 for children

. 3 to 12, or $5.00 for families (2 adults and their
minor children).

\.QQO

S (THE FRED Brar MUSFUM

“A lesson in natural history."”

Fred Bear Drive. Located just off I-75 between
Archer & Williston Rd. in Gainesville, Florida
376-2411
FREE ADMISSION
One FREE ADMISSION when accom-
panied by a second paid admission
of equal or greater value.
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FURNITURE
QUALITY CABINETS
PROFESSIONAL DESIGN
EXPERT REMODELING

Call us today - 462-2709

P.O. Box 1108
Alachua, Florida 32615
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Discover the neighborhoods
of Haile Plantation
Everything you want in a neighborhood . . .

well-planned streets, cycling & jogging
paths that wind through quiet wooded
retreats and a private recreational club
that offers swimming, tennis & racquetball.
A choice of lifestyles awaits you at prices
ranging from $60's to $300,000.

Charleston Park
Grant-style custom-designed homes
on estate sized lots

Century Oaks
Exclusive single family custom-built
residences on estate lots K
The Preserve
Stately, custom-built homes
1989 parade of Homes site
Grahams Mill
Traditional single family homes and
contemporary garden homes
Lexington Farms
Affordable 3 & 4 bedroom, single
family homes
Indigo Square
Detached single family, 2 & 3 bedroom
garden residences

—Haile——
Plantation

904 / 462-2709 — | Haile Realty, Inc. Sales Center Open Daily
1-800-654-7090 = 9120 Southwest 46th Boulevard
(904) 3354999
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{continued from 14)

to one-half inch wide, make the job a lot
easier than it used to be.

Whether you do a tile floor yourself
or have it done by a professional, buy a
few extra tiles so you can replace broken
ones later. For now, glue cork on the
back and use them for trivets.

A light-colored wood floor isanother
possibility you might want to consider.
You'll want to buy the acrylic impreg-
nated wood. This flooring can wear
away one-eighth of an inch before it
loses its finish. Designed for do-it-
yourselfers, one Hartco runs $3.75 per
square foot, but it’s easier on your legs,
dropped plates, and, oh yes, the delicate
bodies of young children, says Steve
Elder of Gainesville Tile and Flooring.

“I also recommend Armstrong’s De-
signer Solarian,” Elder advises. “If you
have kids, they can even skate board. In
fact, they can do everything on that
floor. If you buy cheap vinyl, it gets
nicks and tears, but this stuff can take
it.” Vinyl flooring is basically a picture
with vinyl onit. You’'ll want your design
as thick as possible. Elder’s best is 30
mils. For comparison, FHA minimum
is 10 mils. Some do-it-yourself shops
sell vinyl with only five mil-thick de-
signs, barely suitable for wall use.

Appliances: Light and lovely are the
bywords for mostappliances, too. “The
hottest thing we have is the white on
white look,” declares Steve Dobbins, a
Whirlpool sales rep. “White gives ap-
pliances more of a built-in look.

The new refrigerators are space-sav-
ing marvels in their own right. They are
no deeper than the average cabinet.
They have pull-out shelves that can be
moved. They have a rack for one big
bottle of soda or wine and lots of crisper
areas because we're eating more veget-
ables these days.

New range hoods pull back into the
stovetop when not in use. Gone are the
old hoods that used to poke you in the
eye and get dirty over your stove.

Next thing you know, they’ll even
figure out how to give you the time to
cook!

Checklist: Where does darkness lurk
in your kitchen?

O Is it color?

O floor?

O cabinets?

O countertops?

O appliances?

O curtains?

O insufficient lighting? O
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distributors

£ TILE CONTRACTORS
9 surPLY CO., INC.

Lecanto
746-5475

Ocala
629-5375

Gainesville
372-0466

Moving To
Alachua County?
We Wrote The
Book On It.

Send For Your Free Copy of Sun
Bank's Newcomer Guide

Name

Address

City State
Mail To: Sun Bank of Gainesville
Newcomer Department

P.O. Box 1470

Qainesville, FL 32602-1470

Or call: (904) 374-5307

£
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Member FDIC/Equal Opportunity Lender

Zip —
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